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We interviewed Antonio Lo Franco, one of the owners of Fattoria La Vialla, the 
company that won the trophy for Italian Wine Producer of the Year 2016 at the 
prestigious International Wine & Spirit Competition in London.  
 
The story of Fattoria La Vialla is a real Italian family story, which began in 1978 with the dream of Mr and 
Mrs Lo Franco who wanted to give new lifeblood to the countryside near Arezzo, becoming organic long 
before the word was fashionable in agriculture. Today that dream has gone further, with a new generation, 
composed of their sons Gianni, Antonio and Bandino Lo Franco, who have brought the company to 
international fame by winning the coveted trophy for Italian Wine Producer of the Year 2016 at the IWSC, the 
renowned competition held in London that has reached its 49th edition.  
 
How does it feel to have received such a prestigious award?  
We are very happy, proud, surprised, but not astounded. The work to achieve such a goal is immense and it 
began almost forty years ago. It’s teamwork that involves the family, the oenologists, the cellar men, the 
agronomists and above all nature. We’ve toiled a lot to obtain the best quality and genuineness for all our 
products (not just the award-winning ones) and in the company we’ve always believed in them. However, the 
fact that this commitment is also acknowledged on such an international stage and at this level is an incredible 
satisfaction!  
 
What motivated you to participate?  
We are committed to doing everything we can to obtain organic wines of the best possible quality and, being 
producers, we have now grown fond of our creations. But it’s also important to measure ourselves against 
realities beyond our farm, with the thousands of quality labels out there. So, to see how our wines are 
perceived by expert international juries, we believe that it’s essential to participate in competitions and, why 
not, also in the most well-known and important ones worldwide.  
 
What concrete advantages do you hope to obtain thanks to this award?  
The first advantage for us is to have confirmation that the work we do, the path we have undertaken, is the 
right one. And obviously it’s also confirmation for our clients, because the choice they make when drinking 
our wines is a choice of quality that is also recognised at an international level. And for potential clients it’s 
another reason for tasting a glass of La Vialla.  
 
You also won in the Dessert Wines category. Is it right to say that the Vin Santo Occhio di Pernice is 
your most representative wine?  
Not entirely. It is one of the representative wines, together with the unfiltered ones (sparkling, white and red) 
and a few IGTs, recipes from home that represent the DNA of the Fattoria’s wines. It is certainly one of the 
most prizewinning and typical to our area: the Vin Santo del Chianti, both the classic version with Trebbiano 
and Malvasia, and the one with Sangiovese to produce Occhio di Pernice, is the maximum expression of 
Tuscan tradition. Also it has always been one of the flagship products of the company, which devotedly takes 
care of the old vineyards for the production of these grape varieties, together with the place where they dry out 
and above all where the Caratelli, in which the wine ages, are kept.  
 
As often happens in the world of wine, there’s no time to celebrate a success because work has to begin again 
straight away. In this respect, the race to see who will be the next Italian Wine Producer of the Year is already 
at the starting line. In fact, it is now possible to submit entries for the IWSC 2017 and the deadline is April 
21st. We remind anyone wishing to enter that until January 31st there’s the possibility of a 10% discount. For 
further information consult the website https://www.iwsc.net/. 
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